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jersey ‘Town Meetings’ 

: F ocus on Latin America 


By JANE PERLEZ 

Spacatl i»T*» Nw * ortltaMt 

* HASBROUCK HEIGHTS, NJ. June .g 
>8 — On this muggy weekend morn- 
mg, when beaches ^and -backyards j 
beckoned, ^0 curicuscitizens jcametoj ■ 
the paneMmunicipalchambers here j * 
io meet their Congressman. They ’ 
wrereintereste d notwo m uchip budget^ 

-deficits, "Social 3ecurify.«jr even the j 
State's atoxic wyaste ^ proble m s, thut* 

•rather in Central America. 

R ep r esenta tive Robert GTbrriceil- j 
li,*a freshman Democrat <rf Bergen j 
County and a member *of the House 1 
Foreign Affairs Committee,’!* viewed i 
by some co n st i t u ents as the closest j 
nhingtbeybavetoa Central American i 
expert j 

•He listened, as be bad at 30 other j 
“town meetings 7 ’ since be took office j 
six months ago, to Questions about 
land ref or m, Cuban arms supplies and | 
the inevitable one — the possibility of 
American troops being sent to defend 
the Salvadoran Government. 

Skeptical of U*S. Robey 

w >r We*ve pat our prestige at stake/ 7 
said Mr. Torricelli, who has voiced 
skepticism about the Reagan Admin- 
istration's policy in the region. 
j**The President has said it is in our- 
vital in t ere s t to preserve these gov* i 
emments,” he told his audience. “IS ). 
those g ove rnm ents tall, I don't believe 
the President will walk away. The 
only other thing to do would be to send « 
troops." ~ R epre s e nt! 

Be added, “I often tel) people: ‘Send to resident] 
. a message now or your sons later. 7 " ^ Torr 

* ;Mr. Torricelli, who is 32 years t>ld, <j easygoing i 

went to El Salva d or in January to help j to stoocomi 
persuadeTheTSovemment there to re- : ^eacaj 

turn the body of John Sullivan, a free- 

lance writer from Bogota, NJ., who 

was believed to have been killed by a i 

rightist death squad shortly, afterar- ■ 

riving in the country in 1980. .The body 

was returned in February and a medi- ! 

cal examination determined that be 'them " 

had probably been killed by grenades ; Speaking 

tied to his hands. ^ v . r yr7 ~ f n . 



Ttm H*W Yor* Timm /ftt C.Pr*»iTr 

Representative Robert G. Torricelli, Democrat of Bergen County, speaking ^ 
to residents of Hasbroock Heights, NJ^ during a town m eet ing aoteturtiav: 


'j; Mr. Torricelli, who conveyed an 
]« easygoing manner, replied: *T want 
i to stop communism as much as Presi- 
■ dent Reagan — not only because it is 
7 bad tor national security but because 

• itis the wrong answer for the peopled 
latin America. Nicaragua is a perfect 

r example— the revolution has been a 
disappointment. Nevertheless the an- 
swer isn't to take up arms against 
/them/' 

Speaking over a cup of coffee before 
I'tbe meeting, the Congressman said he 
had been struck by the interest in Cer>- 

* tral America at his town meetings. He 
said he had found a number of Repub- 
licans who were disturbed by the Rea- 
gan Administration's policy in the re- 
gion. 

\Tbey often think that the policy is 


counterproductive, in sensi ti v e to so- 
cial c h a ng e and is pushing the rebels 
into the hands of the Russians." 

Cross Section of Views Sought 

Mr. Torricelli, who serv e d in the 
White House under President Jimmy 
Carter as a counsel to Vice President 
Walter F. Mondale and who later 
worked in Mr. Mondale's law firm, 
said he. had tried to seek information 
about Central America from people 
representing a wide spectrum of opin- 
ion, including campus and labor 
groups, evangelists, Cubas-Aznerican 
groups, jbe gepttrt .Intelligence 
Agency and the Pentagon. 

1 De propiem witn official inform a- 
tion, ho wever, ts its inconsistency - h. 
said, - it you asK what impact the flow 
dt arms irum "Nicaragua to £1 Salvi. 
oor is naving: the State l>epartmem 
wm say i t is minimal, foe Pentapm. 
wm say i t nas some impact and th. 
I— i.A. Seysltnas nia-nrriumimrui^T 
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